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1. pRE-ARRIVAL dECLARATION of Goods imported from third countries 
From January 01, 2011, it will be necessary to present a so-called summary pre-arrival declaration of goods imported from third countries (hereinafter called “ESumA”) to the customs office at the point of entry into the European Community. This has to be done within certain time limits. In general, the ESumA has to be submitted by the forwarding agent or carrier, respectively. With the ESumA, forwarding agents and carriers are obliged to provide certain pre-defined data enabling EC customs authorities to do a risk assessment.
The pre-declaration is not necessary for imports from Switzerland, Liechtenstein and Norway.

Attached please find a check list that was set up as a guideline for the proper implementation of the new regulation.

For every import delivery, please make sure that you meet all the requirements listed. Any non-compliance with the regulation may result in legal sanctions imposed to the carrier, forwarding agent and consignee as well, which, of course, might cause serious business implications.

1.1. Legal Foundation
Based on the fact of increasing safety requirements to the handling of import deliveries, the European Parliament and Council modified the Community’s customs code by the security and safety amendment Regulation no. 648/2005 dated 13/04/2005. 
Based on this regulation it is necessary to have deliveries from third countries into the EC noticed prior to importation. 

All data for pre-arrival declaration should be available prior to the arrival of the goods at the territory of the EC. Depending on the nature of the goods to be imported, the way of transportation and the traders involved, different time limits and regulations may apply.

Check List
· Do the shipping documents show the customs tariff number for every single delivery item? 
(minimally, the first four digits of the HS code have to be specified)
Can be found on the parts return form

· Do the shipping documents contain the product description (normal trade description) of every single delivery item in German and/or English 
Can be found on the parts return form
· Are all delivery items listed in the Commercial/Proforma Invoice?

· Is there a value specified for every single delivery item? 
Can be found on the parts return form
· Are all delivery items specified in the shipping documents? Do the shipping documents refer to the specific shipment?
· Do the shipping documents show the correct address of the consignee (company name, address, etc.)?
· Are the delivery terms indicated in the shipping documents? 
for returns always DDU
· It is recommended to summarize all delivery items with the same customs tariff number. This will speed up the pre-arrival declaration procedure at the office of entry into the customs territory of the Community.
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